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Accreditation Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

RPL

Recognition of Prior Learning and Credit based on previous studies and/or experience

a. Many institutions have noncognate Masters of 16 subjects. Most offer 4 subjects of credit
for previous cognate studies (AQF level 7). Occasionally, there are some free electives in the
remaining 12 subjects. The maximum free electives that would be accepted in this particular
case would be two. The ACS will examine the remaining ICT subjects carefully to ensure that
they meet criteria A,B,C in Section 3.2.2 of Volume 2 of the Guidelines

b. Where a Masters program has an integrated Graduate Diploma and students enter the
Masters with 8 subjects of credit from the Graduate Diploma, then all of the subjects in the
Graduate Diploma/Masters may be used to meet Criteria B-E

c. Occasionally, for Masters, institutions offer 8 subjects of credit for cognate Honours (AQF
level 8). The ACS will examine the remaining ICT subjects carefully to ensure that they meet
criteria A,B,C in Section 3.2.2 of Volume 2 of the Guidelines

d. Any other special case will be dealt with on an individual basis provided the institution can
demonstrate to the ACS how the subjects being taught in the degree to be accredited meet
criteria A,B,C under Articulation Arrangements in Section 3.2.2 of Volume 2 of the Guidelines

In order to meet Accreditation Criteria D and E, RPL is not permitted for Advanced Subjects
or for the capstone in programs for accreditation. RPL is permitted for WIL/internship where
it is a standalone subject but it is not permitted where WIL may be a replacement for the
capstone.

Prerequisites
Prerequisites for Advanced Subjects

Advanced Subjects, a core component of Accreditation require depth. This is partially
indicated by one or two pre-requisite subjects. Where an institution does not permit pre-
requisites, particularly in postgraduate programs, demonstrate how the institution assesses,
for all students, the required assumed knowledge for subjects claimed as Advanced.
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Core Professional Elements
Requirements for ICT Professional Ethics, Cyber Security, Project Management

Core professional elements required in programs to be accredited include ICT Professional
Ethics, Cyber Security and Project Management. These may be but are not required to be
entire subjects. Either way, ideally, they will be sprinkled through appropriate subjects. At a
minimum, this requires subject learning outcomes, assessment and rubrics for the relevant
element in the appropriate subjects. This particularly applies to capstone projects or any
other subjects claimed to meet Criterion E.

Researcher
Researcher as ICT professional job role

Some ICT degrees have a focus on preparing students for higher degrees by research. To this
end, there is usually a substantial individual research project rather than a team-based
capstone project.

If an institution wishes to apply for accreditation for the degree, research projects cannot be
used to meet criterion E. However, if the degree meets all other requirements for
accreditation, criterion E may be met by a capstone-like project in another, usually
Advanced, subject. Such a capstone-like project must be team-based, at least 25% of the
subject’s assessment, and to require the solution of a complex or wicked problem with little
direction being given to the students.
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