
 
 

Learning & Teaching Grants 
Scheme 2026 

Call for expressions of interest 
The ACDICT L&T grants scheme aims to aid the creation and dissemination of knowledge 
and evidence-based practice in the ICT disciplines. The grants support collaborative 
projects that address contemporary challenges in ICT higher education. 
Projects may include participants from any ACDICT member university. Staff from 
institutions outside the council’s membership are ineligible for support and cannot be listed 
as part of the project team. Funding will be provided only to the leading ACDICT institution 
and can be shared only with partner institutions listed on the application. To foster stronger 
collaboration, applications must demonstrate the clear and active involvement of at least 
two ACDICT member institutions. Proposals that do not meet these conditions will not be 
considered for support. A current list of ACDICT member institutions can be found on the 
ACDICT website, https://acdict.edu.au/. However, 2025 membership expires on 31 March 
2026, and applicants are advised to check whether their institution will have renewed its 
membership by that date. 
Projects offering tangible or material outcomes and the potential to transform practice in 
ICT higher education are likely to be well received by the judging panel. Projects should be 
specific to outcomes in the ICT domain and be able to contribute to the ACDICT 
community. 
Applications must clearly demonstrate value and potential impact beyond the collaborating 
institutions. Proposals that cannot demonstrate this broader potential will not be supported.  
Successful applicants will report on their work at the ACDICT learning and teaching forum, 
and ACDICT will actively distribute the project reports and artefacts through the ACDICT 
website and announce their availability via our mailing lists. 
 
Eligibility 
Applications will be deemed ineligible if: 

● they include team members from institutions that are not members of ACDICT; 
● they include team members who currently hold an ACDICT grant (a grant is 

considered current until the report, deliverables, and financial acquittal have been 
submitted and accepted); 

● they include team members who are party to more than two different applications in 
the current round. 

It is the responsibility of the person submitting an expression of interest to ensure that all 
members of the team are eligible to participate in the submission. 
 
Topics of interest 
Applications should address a critical problem in higher education in the ICT disciplines, 
and their proposed outcomes should have a significant impact on the work of ACDICT 
members and the wider academic ICT community.  
 
Two-stage application process 
The application process begins with a short expression of interest. Following assessment 
of expressions of interest, a number of applicants will be invited to submit full applications. 
 

https://acdict.edu.au/
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Stage 1: expression of interest 
Expressions of interest must be lodged by 11.59pm Sunday 15 March 2026 AEDT, using 
the online form: https://form.jotform.com/253298887239073  
The project description, limited to 300 words, should describe the project, indicate the 
problem that it will solve, and explain how the solution will benefit the academic ICT 
community. It should be clear how the project would meet the assessment criteria (below). 
The project members section, limited to 400 words, should list the project members and 
briefly explain what they will bring to the project. If the project team is not complete at the 
time the expression of interest is lodged, there should be an indicative description of the 
expected project membership. 
Budget details are not required in the expression of interest. 
All expressions of interest will be assessed by three members of the ACDICT executive 
who will not themselves be party to any expressions of interest. The assessors will be 
looking for proposals that offer the highest likelihood of outcomes that will be usable by the 
broad ICT education community. 
Following this assessment, a small number of applicants will be invited to submit a full 
(stage 2) application. 
 
Stage 2: full application 
Invitations to submit full applications, including a detailed budget, will be made by mid-
April, and invited applicants will have four weeks to complete these applications. Further 
guidance on the requirements for the full submission will be provided at that time. 
An assessment panel will be formed from the same three members of the executive along 
with invited members of the ACDICT community who are not themselves involved in the 
application and who have no apparent conflict of interest. 
 
Assessment criteria 
The criteria listed below will be used to assess both the expressions of interest and the full 
grant submissions – although the final criterion relating to the budget will not be applied to 
the EoIs. As noted above, expressions of interest will be assessed by a three-person 
subcommittee of the ACDICT executive, and the full applications will be reviewed by a 
panel appointed by the ACDICT executive and including members of the ACDICT 
executive and the ACDICT community. 
 
Assessment will consider the following criteria. Failure to adequately address any criterion 
may render the proposal ineligible. 

● The importance of the problem in the context of higher education in ICT disciplines 
● The potential impact of the proposed solution for other ACDICT members 
● The likelihood that the outcomes can be adopted more widely by ACDICT members 
● The anticipated value for the money expended 
● The feasibility of the proposal  
● The novelty of the proposal and the approach  
● The quality of the plans for dissemination of the project outcomes 
● The demonstrated capability of the team  
● The detail and plausibility of the proposed budget (not included at EoI stage) 

 
 
 

https://form.jotform.com/253298887239073
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Funds available 
ACDICT anticipates providing total funds of up to $40,000, which will cover up to 
five projects. 
Funding awarded under the scheme may be used to support a variety of eligible 
expenditure in accordance with an approved project budget. Most commonly, the funding 
is used to hire research assistants or programmers to work on the project.  
Some activities cannot be funded under this scheme. ACDICT reserves the right to 
consider the eligibility of any budget item prior to the award of funding.  
Activities expressly not funded by these grants include: 

● Teaching buyout or other salary offsets of the researchers 
● Normal curriculum development 
● Conference and publication expenses 
● Travel, software purchases, and hardware purchases unless explicitly justified 

based on the project output (must directly align to the project goals) 
● Expenses beyond the end of 2027 
● Professional development 
● University research overhead or infrastructure cost charges 

 
Expected outputs 
Projects are expected to result in tangible forms of output or outreach activity, and 
appropriate dissemination based on the outcome of the grant. Any published 
dissemination is required to give due attribution to ACDICT for its funding. All successful 
applicants must supply ACDICT with a copy of any artefacts produced, in addition to a 
one-page overview of the project and outcomes, which may be published in part or in full. 
 
 
Application timeline / period of work 
Expressions of interest are to be submitted by 11.59pm Sunday 15 March 2026 AEDT. 
Invitations to submit full applications will be sent by mid-April 2026, with those applications 
due by mid-May 2026. 
We expect that successful applicants will be notified by mid-June 2026, and each lead 
university is expected to invoice ACDICT for the grant within 2026.  
Informal quarterly progress updates should be provided by email to the ACDICT Executive 
Officer at the end of March, June, and September 2027. The project is expected to be 
completed by 31 December 2027, and a written report and detailed financial acquittal 
submitted. 
Grant leaders will be invited to present their completed work at the 2028 ACDICT learning 
& teaching forum (dates and venue TBA) as guests of ACDICT. 
 
ACDICT contact 
Simon, Executive Officer, eo@acdict.edu.au  
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Grant Clauses 
 
Membership status and renewal 
Eligibility is assessed at the full application closing date. Each participating institution must 
be a current ACDICT member at that date and must remain a member through the date of 
grant award. Where an institution’s membership is due to lapse during the assessment 
period, the application will be treated as ineligible unless ACDICT confirms that renewal 
has been received. If a participating institution’s membership lapses after award, ACDICT 
may, at its discretion, require changes to the project team and budget so that funded 
activities are delivered only through current member institutions. 
 
Conflict of interest and recusal 
All assessors and panel members must declare any actual, potential, or perceived conflict 
of interest with any application, including but not limited to being a named participant, 
being from a participating institution, having a close working relationship with a named 
participant, or having any supervisory, reporting, or financial relationship relevant to the 
proposal. A conflicted assessor or panel member must not score, rank, discuss, or 
otherwise influence that application, and will be excluded from all deliberations on it. 
ACDICT will determine whether a declared interest constitutes a conflict and will manage 
recusals accordingly. 
 
Invoicing, GST, and acquittal 
Grant amounts are stated in Australian dollars and are GST exempt. Funding will be paid 
to the lead institution only, on receipt of a valid tax invoice addressed to ACDICT. Partner 
institutions may receive funds only via arrangements with the lead institution and only 
where those partner institutions are named in the successful application. The lead 
institution is responsible for ensuring that expenditure complies with the approved budget 
and with these rules, and for providing a complete financial acquittal within 30 days of 
project completion, comprising a certified expenditure summary (general ledger extract or 
equivalent) and a brief statement of variances against budget. Unspent funds must be 
returned to ACDICT unless ACDICT has provided written approval to reallocate them to 
eligible items within the approved project period. 
 
Outputs, licensing, and ethics/privacy compliance 
All project outputs funded under this scheme must be provided to ACDICT for distribution 
to the ACDICT community. Unless otherwise approved in writing by ACDICT, artefacts 
(including teaching resources, instruments, templates, and code) must be released under 
a licence that permits reuse by other ACDICT members, with attribution, and without 
additional fees. Projects involving human participants or student data must comply with 
relevant ethics, privacy, and institutional requirements, and must obtain any required 
approvals before data collection begins. ACDICT may request evidence of approvals as a 
condition of releasing funds. 
 


